[Acute external otitis].
Acute external otitis is a painful inflammation of the skin of the ear canal, usually caused by bacteria. It occurs typically in the summer time, predisposed by humidity and heat. Cleaning and corticosteroid/antibiotic drops almost always ease swelling and pain in the ear canal in a couple of days. Proper treatment also involves effective analgesic medication and advice for a correct dosing technique of ear drops. Antibiotics are necessary only if the patient is immunologically compromised or the inflammation is spreading outside the ear canal.